Major Dams in India

1. Bhavani Sagar dam — Tamil Nadu

It came into being in 1955 and is built on the Bhavani River. This is the largest
earthen dam in India and South Asia and the second-largest in the world. It is
in Sathyamangalam district of Tamil Nadu and comes under the Tamil Nadu
government. It is 130 ft tall and 8.4 km long with a capacity of 8 megawatts.

2. Tehri Dam — Uttarakhand

It is the highest dam in India and comes under the top 10 highest dams in the
world. This came into being in 2006 and stands tall on the Bhagirathi river. It
is in the Tehri district of Uttarakhand and comes under National Thermal

Power Corporation Limited. It is an embankment dam with a height of 855 ft
and a length of 1,886 ft.

3. Hirakud dam — Odisha

It came into being in 1957 and stands tall on the Mahanadi river. It is one of
the first major multipurpose river valley projects in India. This is a composite
dam and reservoir and is in the city of Sambalpur in Odisha. It comes under
the government of Odisha. It is 200 ft tall and 55 km long and is the longest
Dam in India.

4. Bhakra Nangal Dam — Himachal Pradesh

It came into being in 1963 and stands tall on the Sutlej river. This is the
third-largest reservoir in India and is in Bilaspur district of Himachal Pradesh.
It is a concrete gravity dam and comes under the state government of
Himachal Pradesh. It is 741 ft high and receives a lot of tourist attractions in
the country.

5. Nagarjuna Sagar Dam — Andhra Pradesh



It came into being in 1967 and stands tall on the Krishna river. This is the
second-largest reservoir in India with 312 TMC gross capacity. It is in the
Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh and comes under the Telangana State
Power Generation Corporation Limited. It is a masonry dam with a height of
407 ft.

6. Sardar Sarovar Dam — Gujarat

It came into being in 2017 and stands tall on the Narmada River. This is a
concrete gravity dam in the Navagam district of Gujarat. It comes under
Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Limited. It is responsible for the start of
Narmada Bachao Andolan as it was not in social or economical favor for the
villagers living there.

7. Tungabhadra Dam — Karnataka

It came into being in 1953 and stands tall on the Tungabhadra River. This is a
Composite dam in the Bellary district of Karnataka. It comes under the
Karnataka Government. It is the only dam in India built without concrete and
cement.

8. Rihand Dam — Uttar Pradesh

It came into being in 1962 and is on the Rihand river. It is a concrete gravity
dam in Sonbhadra District of Uttar Pradesh. Its total water capacity is 10.6
billion cubic meters making it the largest dam in India by volume. It comes
under the Uttar Pradesh government and is 300 ft high.

9. Koyna Dam — Maharashtra

It came into being in 1964 and is on the Biradar River. This is a
Rubble-concrete dam in Koynanagar, Maharashtra. It comes under the
government of Maharashtra and is 339 ft high. It is one of the largest dams in
Maharashtra.

10. Kallanai Dam — Tamil Nadu



It is the oldest dam in India from 100BC. It is in the Thanjavur district of
Tamil Nadu. The Chola Dynasty is responsible for building this dam. It stands
18ft high on the Kaveri river and comes under the Tamil Nadu government. It
is a Barrage Dam and the 4th oldest water regulator in the world.

11. Mettur Dam — Tamil Nadu

It is the largest dam in Tamil Nadu. It came into being in 1934 and is on
Cauvery (Kaveri) River. This is a Gravity and Masonry dam in Salem district of
Tamil Nadu. It comes under the Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution
Corporation Ltd. It is 214 ft high.

12. Indira Sagar Dam — Madhya Pradesh

It came into being in 2005 and is on the Narmada River. It is in Khandwa
district of Madhya Pradesh and serves a multipurpose project. This dam
comes under the Madhya Pradesh irrigation and National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation. It has a capacity of 12.22 billion cum, thus becoming the
largest dam in India by water capacity.

13. Jayakwadi Dam — Maharashtra

It is an earthen dam on the Godavari river built-in 1976. It is in the Jayakwadi
district of Maharashtra. This dam comes under the government of
Maharashtra and covers an area of 21,750 km. It is one of the largest dams in
Asia with 27 water gates. It creates the NathSagar Jalashay which irrigates
most of the farms in that district.

14. Somasila Dam — Andhra Pradesh

It is a dam on Penna river built-in 1989. This dam is in the Nellore district of
Andhra Pradesh and comes under the government of Andhra Pradesh. It is an
earth fill and gravity dam covering an area of 212.28 km.

15. Ujani Dam — Maharashtra



It is part of the Bhima Irrigation Project built-in 1980. It is on the Bhima river
in the Solapur district of Maharashtra. This dam is an earth fill and gravity
dam and is 185ft high. It comes under the government of Maharashtra. This
dam is also famous for bird watching as many flamingos are spotted here
seasonally.

16. Ukai Dam — Gujarat

It is the second-largest reservoir in Gujarat. It is responsible for irrigation,
power generation, and flood control in the Tapi district of Gujarat. This dam is
345ft high and creates the Vallabhsagar reservoir. Its water capacity is the
same as Bhakra Nangal Dam and it comes under the state government.

17. Mukkombu Dam — Tamil Nadu

It is a dam by the East India company built-in 1838. It is on the Kaveri river in
Jeeyapuram village of Tamil Nadu. This is one of the smallest dams in India
with a height of 685 meters. It is inspired by the Kallanai Dam in Tamil Nadu.

18. Cheruthoni Dam — Kerala

It came into being in 1973 and is on the Periyar River. It is a straight gravity
concrete dam in Idukki, Kerala. This is the largest gravity dam in Kerala with a
height of 453 ft. It comes under the Moolamattom Power Station.

Some other important dams in India are —

No. Dams Location River

1 Dhauli Ganga Dam Uttarakhand Dhauli Ganga River

2 Tehri Dam Uttarakhand Bhagirathi River
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